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A REPORT 0» inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by 
the revival and extension of Christian sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that Christ’s 
teachings are the measurement of truth; that in Christian progress soeiety will move forward constructively and naturally, thus avoiding the curse of violent 
changes as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and democratic socialism is a re- 
vitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pen- 
sions or security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but 
when authoritative evidence indicates our country is being influenced into the wrong, we believe that the greatest patriotism wil! be to seek through democratic 
means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. ‘ F 
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New Idea: If you feel that our CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR YOU: If you will use Between Verification 

recent suggestion for an upside The Lines as a Christmas gift for others, we will express our metworn The Lines has repeat- 
down peace attack against Russia appreciation by making a Christmas gift to you! Here’s how, — edly commented rs the absence of 
is unpractical, you will be inter- | for every list of 10 new subscriptions you mail in, we will extend Russian participation in the Ko- 
ested in this report that histori- your subscription for 1 year free; for every list of 5 new subscrip- rean war,—information which has 
cally confirms this approach: tions, we will extend your subscription for 6 months. Send us your been verified by authoritative 
Princeton University, while com- list and your check —- $1 for each subscription. To each new sub- ee R. J. H. Johnson, N. Y. 
piling information for a_ fifty- scriber we will mail an attractive Christmas greeting card announc- Times observer in Tokyo, recently 
volume edition of Thomas Jef- ing your gift. Christmas has always been a time of growth for MONE Sat oe anclysis of the 
ferson’s papers, has discovered Between The Lines. Our records show that subscribers have al- North Korean Gecapaos of South 
propaganda items used in_ the ways liked the idea of gift subscriptions for Christmas. It is a Korean territory, including Seoul, 
American Revolutionary War. A | gift that brings light and understanding, a unique gift that costs so revealed that, although the Soviet 
handbill, with a message prepared little, yet means so much. Help us help others this coming year Union guided the Communist mil- 
by Thomas Jefferson himself, was | by giving Between The Lines this Christmas. Remember, our spec- itary bid for Korea, the Russians 
distributed among Hessian mercen- ial offer — and get a Christmas subscription for yourself! Make themselves remained conspicuously 
ary troops working with the British that list now, — the time is short. pains i r"— go three 
in 1776. The handbill appealed to ee ee ee ee eee ee 
the Hessians By pining out th X-Ray and Forecast peter cag der 

e American states had always ; Ss 

extended the protection of ace NEW ATTITUDE is being foisted on the American public by occupied North Korea from late 
laws to those who settled among those who endeavor to shape public opinion. Like a death damp, August 1945 until the withdrawal 


them. “of whatever nation or re- the psychology that “World War ILI is already here” is being fanned of their troops in December °48. 
ligion they might be.” and had into the popular mind by subtle suggestions in mews reports, broad- There has been no disputing the 
admitted them “to a participation ¢#Sts and editorial comments. The obvious aim now is to convince fact that the Russians trained and 
of the benefits of civil and reli- the public that the war in Korea, the fighting in Indo-China and Tibet, armed the entire North Korean 
gious freedom.” The handbill te. is in reality World War IIl and. that being the case, the American army, and in view of this back- 
states that Congress offered all the people must face the fact, take orders from above on that basis, accept ground, the total lack of Russian 
rights of American citizenship and business controls, the drafting of their sons, much higher taxes, the participation in the Korean action 
50 acres of land to all the Hessians C'rtailment of many civilian privileges that we might be thoroughly has puzzled army observers. Re- 
who would desert “rather than prepared for the next and larger phase in “this global conflict that ports from Mr. Johnston after a 
is already here.” period of four weeks of system- 

We have learned to accept the technique of scaring the Ameri- atic investigation of the Commu- 
can people into supporting larger military preparedness programs by _ nist occupation did not reveal more 
playing up war scare news that later proved exaggerated or false, as than a handful of lesser military 
has been the custom since 1946 (See BTL, May 9, °49). We accept officers or political agents seen with 
that technique because apparently our politico-military leaders feel the North Korean forces there. 
such stratgy is necessary to get adequate defenses under way. But Only two uniformed Russian ob- 
there is something deceptive and destructive in this new pattern of pro- servers had been reported seen dur- 


continue exposed to the toils and 
dangers of a long and bloody war 
waged against a people, guilty of 
no other crime than of refusing 
to exchange freedom for slavery.” 
Congress in 1776 called on Ben- 
jamin Franklin, who had numer- 


ous Pennsylvania German friends, j,oting the acceptance of the idea that World War III is here, — be- ing the entire occupation. 
to print and distribute the handbill couse once that psychology is established the doors of negotiation are Since the beginning of the Ko- 
in German. He completed the hut, the final chances for peaceful settlement are closed. rean war, Between The Lines’ fore- 


work promptly and came up with We are particularly wary of this new trend because of the pos- casts, based on our own sources, 


a scheme of distribution. Send-  cinitity that there might be behind it THE DELIBERATE INTEN- _ stated that the Russians would use 
ing copies to an officer in Perth -~yQN ON THE PART OF SOME IN OUR MILITARY AND POLI- meticulous skill in staying out of 
Amboy, Franklin suggested that yjoaL CIRCLES TO PROMOTE A SITUATION THAT WILL the military adventure of the Ko- 
some tobacco be folded inside the ~poRCE RUSSIA TO FIGHT. rean “Reds”. We repeat, — the 
papers and that they be floated Here are the essential factors in the situation: long range doctrinaire of the Mos- 
in drift canoes across the narrows 4, Ax Between The Lines has repeatedly pointed out, there have been cow politburo is to promote revo- 
to the Hessian camp. The Hes- 1.4 factual or concrete evidences produced by anyone any place that the lution from within rather than to 
sian forces were soon hard hit by Russians are preparing to strike against the Democratic West now, soon spread communism by the invad- 
desertion. Many German troops  ¢ in the foreseeable future. ing Russian army or any extension 
settled among their friends in Penn- 4. Phe substantial documentary evidence points far more certainly to- of the Russian army’s active par- 
sylvania and neighboring states. ward the Russian intention to avoid war with the U. S. while they con- ticipation. This key point of Com- 
where their names may still be tinue the traditional Communist revolutionary tactic of conquering by munist methods seems yet to es- 
found in the citizen rolls of today (continued on NEXT page) (continued first col.,. NEXT page) 
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(continued) 
cape the grasp of most of Amer- 
ica’s political and military think- 

ing. 

Peace Trends: We have also 
reported that all trends visible in 
Russia were towards peace and not 
towards the preparation for war; 
that the minds and thoughts of 
the Russian people were being di- 
rected towards peacetime efforts, 
in sharp and startling contrast to 
the increasing war hysteria in 
America. Our reports have been 
borne out by a series of articles 
in the N. Y. Times (Oct. 10th 
through the 14th) from their cor- 
respondent in Moscow, Mr. Har- 
rison E. Salisbury, who stated that 
Moscow is in a full swing of in- 
tensified construction work, bui!d- 
ing new apartment houses, new 
highways, hospitals, schools, etc. 
From Leningrad, Smolensk, Kar- 
kov and other cities come reports 
of similiar activities. Of course, 
as Between The Lines has em- 
phasized before, the Communists 
will still try hard to keep the West 
stirred up and to foment revolu- 
tion wherever the opportunity 
arises, as they have done in Korea 
and are doing in Indo-China. But 
the hysteria in the headlines and 
on the radio that Russia is getting 
ready to attack the U. S. is with- 


out foundation, — as sincere in- 
quiring minds can verify by fol- 
lowing reports by authoritative 


sources behind the iron curtain. 
The Communist plan will be to 
continue stirring up the western 
capitalist countries, hoping they 
will drain their economic strength 
for military preparations, while the 
Russian Communists concentrate 
on building a strong, modern in- 
dustrialized Russia. At the same 
time they'll be quick to help fo- 
ment revolution from within where- 


ever capitalism reveals itself as 
weak and ripe for revolutionary 
promotion. 


Mr. Salisbury also found no ev- 
idence of panic buying in Moscow 
and other Russian cities to indicate 
that they sensed or feared. a coming 
war, — as Americans have in the 
past few months. “There are no 
queues today in front of the food 
stores in Moscow, which is a re- 
markable event after 25 years or 
more of such experience with the 
food shortages that have cursed the 
Soviets since the Revolution in 
1918. The price of butter has not 
risen; there is no hoarding of sugar; 
there are more shoes for sale in 
Moscow stores than there were 
last spring; prices are lower and 
quality has been somewhat im- 
proved.” These statements, con- 
tinues Mr. Salisbury, “are not So- 
viet propaganda. They are plain 
truths, vouched for by this Amer- 
ican correspondent. Nor is that a 

(continued third col., THIS page) 
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internal subversive methods, - 
ever the breakdown of so-called 
vides the adequate opportunity. 

3. But such methods make no inroads in countries with a fair and just 
democratic society. Even Finland, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, all close 
to Russia, are tree and prosperous,— with communism no serious 
threat. Only under decadent social and economic conditions does com- 
munism make suhstantial gains. 

4. Thus, making war on Russia does not offer a way to stop communism, 
for communism is a world-wide doctrine that would continue to bear 
its evil seed, — even in greater, wider harvests after the world had suf- 
fered the awful holocaust of another big power war. 

HERE IS A FURTHER BREAKDOWN of the developments 
that set the stage for the “World War III is already here” psychology, 
especially as related to Asia where tensions are particularly high: 

HEN THE U. S. - UN ARMED FORCES stood poised on the 

edges of the 38th parallel in Korea, waiting for the UN to o. k. 
the plunge ahead toward the Manchurian border, it is admitted in 
diplomatic circles that American pressure at the UN was so great 
to continue the hot pursuit of the Reds that the UN was forced to 
capitulate to American demands. The Indian delegation and others, 
who plead for caution and patience, seeking to conclude the dangerous 
situation by negotiation rather than by force of arms, were brushed 
aside as “appeasers”’. 

It is at this point that certain forces in our military and 
political ranks (whose voices and spokesmen you hear on press and 
radio) have been bringing increasing pressure to force the U. S. to 
bring a showdown with Russia now. The attitude of “let’s get at the 
war and have it over with” ignores the fact that the best military minds 
frankly warn that to “get it over with” will mean ten to twenty years 
of fighting at untold cost in our sons and our resources. These mili- 
tary extremists and their associates, even some in the pulpits, — 
are perfectly willing to gamble a ten year war with all the tragedy that 
would involve to millions of American families, —to pursue their 
policy of pushing Russia and the Chinese to a show down. The elements 
of a “show down” are certainly there, for in pushing American bay- 
onets, even under a UN flag. into Communist China’s frontier and Rus- 
sia’s borders we must remember that no nation ever lived in history 
which would not violently react to such a bold and warlike threat, — just 
as would we if the same thing were done on our frontier. Fortunately 
there are those in high positions who realize this, and who urge that 
we withdraw almost all American troops from Korea as soon as the 
North Korean Communists are defeated,— and leave a genuine UN 
force in full charge. But there are others who are demanding that the 
UN be a secondary force and that the.U. S. keep a knife at Russia’s 
Asiatic vital arteries. 

These extremists are also demanding that we bring Chiang kai 
Shek’s armies into Korea which would no doubt bring Red China into 
the fray in full force. 

THERE IS A PUSH being organized now behind the scenes 
in this country to persuade the American people that we should team 
up with Chiang kai Shek for a re-invasion of the China mainland, 
which ‘of course would set all Asia afire. Those who are beating the 
drums for this are now quietly preparing a campaign to re-sell the 
discredited Chiang kai Shek to the American people. They are playing 
up Chiang’s Christian conversion and playing down the widespread 
corruption of his associates. No doubt Chiang is a sincere Christian as 
far as his traditions and associations permit, but it is aiso true that the 
rotten feudalistic crowd around Chiang have flaunted their recently 
swollen wealth in the very face of China’s great anguish and have 
brazenly deposited millions of their newly purloined wealth in New 
York banks (See Between The Lines, Nov. 21, 1949 or U. S. News 
August 26, °49) right while Chiang’s spokesmen have here urged the 
American people to dig up fresh millions to refurbish Chiang and his 
associates as the returning saviors of China. 

OF ONE THING YOU CAN BE SURE, if American armies, 
even though linked with Chiang’s forces, start invading China, all of 
China, many millions of whom indeed detest the Communists, will 
unite with the Communists to drive out the “white foreign devils”. The 
long suffering Chinese people certainly are not united in favor of their 
Communist tyrants, on that we heartily agree. There is much open 
and underground opposition to the Red regime. But these same millions 
have no remote intention of letting themselves be drawn back under the 
control of the corrupt and irresponsible leadership that characterized 
the last years of Chiang’s rule. The effort to restore the rule of Chiang 
and his cohorts by the assistance of American armed forces will involve 

(continued on NEXT page) 
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series of isolated and non-signi- 
ticant items. The list could be ex- 
tended indefinately. For whatever 
may be the cause and whatever 
the underlying factors, there is 
not today in Moscow anything that 
an honest observer could describe 
as ‘war scare’ or ‘war hysteria’. 

“So far as this observer can de- 
termine — and he has carried his 
investigation as broadly and deeply 
as is possible — there is no feel- 
ing among the people of Moscow 
that war with the United States 
is imminent. Nor, so far as I can 
discover, is there a general con- 
viction here that war between the 
Soviet Union and the United States 
is inevitable at some date in the 
somewhat more distant future. 

“Basis for Conclusions: Having 
just returned to Moscow after sev- 
eral months spent in the United 
States, this correspondent is aware 
that some of the statements in 
this dispatch may come as a sur- 
prise to most Americans, and that 
there may be some who will view 
several of these assertions with 
considerable skepticism. Perhaps 
it is well, therefore, to emphasize 
that these are observed facts, not 
all the facts, to be sure, but suffi- 
cient to provide important conclu- 
sions regarding the temper of the 
Soviet people and Government. 


“The atmosphere of Moscow, 
and of the part of Russia that I 
crossed in traveling here from Po- 
land, is not one of the war nor of 
preparation for war. There are 
no recruiting posters in the streets 
nor have there been any appeals 
for recruits in the public press. 
During World War II, Soviet mo- 
bilization was carried out through 
public announcements in the form 
of posters and notices in the press, 
calling specified military classes 
and categories to service. Today, 
no additional classes have been 
called to the colors. No reserv- 
ists have been summoned to duty. 
No classes have been kept in the 
Soviet Army beyond their normal 
release dates. 


“Military Service System: Under 
the present peacetime system, 
youths enter military service for 
training at the age of 18. Their 
length of service depends upon 
which branch of the armed forces 
they enter. The infantry requires 
two years’ training, the air force 
three years and the navy four 
years. The youths must have com- 
pleted their required schooling be- 
fore induction. Students in higher 
educational institutions are not 
inducted into the army. 


“There are in Moscow today no 
signs of hoarding or panic buying 
of foods or consumer goods, as 
might have been expected if the 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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general public felt that war was 
near or likely. Nor, so far as this 
correspondent can discover, has 
there been any such movement in 

the course of the summer. 
“Possibly more important than 
any of these facts is the evidence 
that exists on every side that the 
Soviet Government has made no 
radical alteration in its economic 
program as a result of the war 
in Korea and Soviet-U. S. tension.” 
There has been no change in 
food supplies since the war, con- 
tinues Mr. Salisbury. “The 
same thing is true for tex- 
tiles and leather goods. There has 
been a steady increase in the qual- 
ity of pots and pans, copper and 
brass samovars, lighting fixtures, 
radios and electrical equipment. 
Here again the items that are listed 
are good barometers. If the Soviet 
Government is making available to 
ordinary citizens increasing quan- 
tities of items made from cotton, 
wool, leather, brass, aluminum and 
steel, it would appear that the 
Kremlin does not anticipate re- 
quiring these basic materials for 
war production at an early date.” 





Waging Peace: The Institute 
of International Education, which 
has for several years promoted 
foreign student exchange, an- 
nounces that there are now in the 
U. S. 26,433 foreign students here 
to share American educational op- 
portunities and to study and learn 
of American customs and thought. 
This number of foreign students 
reveals a great gain in the last 
few years. In 1940 only 6,154 
students studied in American 
schools, making this year’s total 
a gain of over 400 per cent. The 
foreign students now in America 
include approximately 7,000 from 
the western hemisphere, 6,500 
from Europe, 900 from Africa, 
8,000 from Asia and the Near 
East. This program works both 
ways, — with large numbers of 
American students also studying 
in foreign lands. 

Thus, without fanfare or head- 
lines, are the real gains being made 
toward international understand- 
ing, — and so toward peace. 





Correction: In our last issue 
(Nov. 20) in X-ray and Forecast 
in the paragraph on “Another 
Russian Underground,” we refer- 
red to “three or four hundred Rus- 
sian refugees.” This should have 
read “three or four hundred thou- 
sand.” In the same issue in the 
last paragraph of X-ray and Fore- 
cast the sentence “If just money 
wasted by business mismanage- 
ment and military blundering 
could be devoted to the weapons 
of peace,” should have read “wast- 
ed by mismanagement and blund- 
ering in military expenditures.” 


TODAY’S PIONEERS 
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Young people today speak enviously of the old pioneer days 
when a fellow didn’t have to hunt for a place in life, when the 
horizon was wide open. But what would some of those old 
“moccasin men” think about our modern world? With their keen 
vision and courage they would be more eager than ever to ex- 
plore, — for the mountain barriers, the turbulent rivers, the 
“bad lands” are still here. Adventure and courageous living, are 
challenged today by the mountains of prejudice and selfishness that 
divide our world into warring segments; by the treacherous waste- 
lands of economic strife that separate labor and management who 
both want the same thing but can’t find a way to say it to each 
other; by the swirling rivers of racial hatred that wash away some 
of the best of our “natural resources”. Yes, the horizons of today 
are just as wide and challenging as in by-gone days for those who 
have the eyes and heart for pioneering. 
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the American people in a hopeless, bottomless cataclysm that can bring 
victory to no one. Yet that is what is being cooked up now by some 
elements in our political and military ranks, — even supported by that 
portion of the clergy which can always be found marching in the parade 
right behind the biggest drum. 


N AND U. S. A reshuffling of policy is going on in Washing- 

ton among congressional leaders over the relation of the U. S. 
to the revitalized UN, partly as a result of the recent election. As 
soon as Congress reconvenes, a big fight will start against the State 
Dept. for “selling the U. S. down the river to the UN,” with the heavy 
shooting aimed at Acheson for his work in reorganizing the General 
Assembly so that it can become an effective body of world power freed 
from the veto. Fortunately the GOP, under whose banner the fight 
will be carried, is split on the issue, with John Foster Dulles, Senator 
Lodge and other prominent Republicans earnestly involved in this task 
of making the UN into an effective body for the maintenance of world 
order and peace. But a powerful clique of Republicans are trying to 
use the recent election returns as a license to destroy the UN as a 
“super-government of world power which threatens the sovereignty 
of the U.S.” 


OP AND FUTURE: Will a minor Republican victory again end 

in throwing away a chance for a return to power? In maintain- 

ing its non-partisan policy, Between The Lines resists the temptation to 
forecast elections which we would greatly enjoy doing (!) but which 
would of course open us to the accusation of taking sides. In the °48 
presidential election we went the limit of our self-imposed non-partisan 
position to forecast that no matter who was elected the country would 
continue to swing leftward towards a more complete democratization 
of cur economy — regardless of our personal preferences. Further 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Farm News 

Bread and Wheat Prices: The 
Dept. of Agriculture reports that, 
as bread prices have gone con- 
tinually higher, the farmer has 
gotten no more for his wheat, — 
that the middle man is taking 70 
per cent of the bread price com- 
pared to 61 per cent in 1947. In 
1947, when bread was 13 cents, 
the farmer got 3 cents and in 1949 
when bread sold for 14.5 cents the 
farmer only got 2.4 cents. 

Rural Crime: The FBI report- 
ed recently that crime is rising 
faster in rural areas than in cities. 
Big city gangsters usually get most 
of the headlines. but the FBI says 
that the growth of law-breaking 
is more apparent in the farming 
communities than in the metropol- 
itan districts. Urban crime in- 
creased during the last six months 
1.9, while rural crime increased 
7.4 over a comparable period in 
1949. The report revealed that 
most arrests according to age 
during the period involved 21- 
year-olds, that the largest lawbreak- 
ing age group is between 19 and 23. 

Rural Electrification: |More 
than 5 million American farms, or 
86.3 per cent, now have electric 
service, according to the Rural 
Electrification Administration. Of 
this total 59 per cent are being 
served by REA-financed coopera- 
tives and other cooperative groups. 
REA was created in 1935 — when 
750,000 or 10.9 per cent of all 
farms had electricity. Since that 
time — in only 15 years — more 
than 4,300,000 have been electri- 
fied! Before the REA program was 
started, the privately owned utili- 
ties stubbornly refused to extend 
their services to the rural areas, 
claiming that it would be unprofit- 
able and impractical. As a result, 
the Government’s efforts to extend 
electric power to aid the farmer, to 
increase his production capacity, 
and to raise his standard of living 
was fought all up and down the 
line through the entire 15 years as 
socialistic and communistic. In 
many parts of the country it is 
still a political issue, and anyone 
supporting REA is branded as so- 
cialistic. But alert business men 
and the biggest capitalists in areas 
that have benefited by this great 
program are the first to defend it 
as a great boon to capitalism. Thus 
progress is continuously fought by 
those who benefit most by it. 

But, “Ill fares the land” with 
almost half America’s farm op- 
erators working as tenants for ab- 
sentee landlords. For background 
information about the farmer in 
the U. S., consult these volumes 
in your library: “Readings on 
Agricultural Policy”, edited by 
O. B. Jeaness for the American 
Farm Economic Assn. (Blakiston, 
’49,); and “Roots in the Earth” by 
Waring and Teller (Harper, *43). 








Law and Social Order 


Tax Reform: Our recent re- 
port on conditions in Iran, where 
Communist pressure is said to be 
increasing, contrasted the extreme 
poverty of the »eople with the in- 
difference and tyranny of the 
wealthy aristocrats who by their 
blind greed so thoroughly prepared 
the way for Communist infiltra- 
tion. Recently, however, the Te- 
heranian Government has been try- 
ing to force its wealthy to pay up 
taxes. Many rich men were doing 
business in taxi cabs because the 
Government had impounded their 
cars and houses. These attempts at 
tax reform will go a long way to- 
ward countering the Communist 
pressure. Multi-millionaires who 
have not paid taxes for many years 
and who have ignored all efforts 
of the state to collect taxes are be- 
ing brought to book. The same tax 
reforms are desperately needed 
also in Greece, Italy and France 
where Communist pressure has 
been an undulating threat. No 
better news can come than the re- 
ports of reformation in these areas 
where Communist agents are able 
to capitalize upon the widespread 
hunger, poverty and bitterness of 
people living in such contrast to 
their tax-free rich countrymen. 

State Legal A‘d: What have 


you heard about the new British 
law service whereby the Govern- 


ment provides free legal counsel, 
similar to the system for free medi- 
cal services? News of this innova- 
tion was either passed over alto- 
gether by the American press or else 
it was presented in a very unfavor- 


able or inaccurate light. The Brit- 
ish legal system in the past has 
been very much like our own, — 
and the oft-voiced attitude was 
that justice is only available for 
the very rich or the very poor. 
Now if a party at the law is under 
a prescribed income level, legal 
counsel is provided at state cost. 
This bill is designed to meet the 
needs of the lower middle classes 
which make up the majority of the 
British population. Reports on 
this side implied that this bill would 
destroy the legal profession, take 
all free enterprise out of legal serv- 
ice. Contrary to this warped in- 
terpretation, the bill went through 
Parliament without opposition and 
the legal fraternity of England is 
very much for the service and con- 
siders it an improvement over the 
old system. For the client is still 
free to secure his own lawyer at 
whatever fees are agreed upon be- 
tween client and counsel, but the 
millions of Britons who have need- 
ed legal counsel, yet have never 
been able to afford it, will now 
have legal aid paid for through the 
tax funds which will cover the 


lawyer’s fee to the extent of about 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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back, in 1946, we also forecast that the GOP victory, which was far 
more impressive than the recent one. would not mean a thing unless the 
progressive elements of the GOP took the lead and put on a strong 
liberal program of social and economic advances. Such a platform 
could be of course within the traditional republican doctrine which 
accents the maintenance of personal responsibility and freedom of in- 
dividual action in contrast to the drift of our great bureaucratic, machine- 
controlled mass democracy that can so easily become no democracy 
at all. 

But the progressive elements of the GOP were smothered by 
the old line reactionaries, and so the ‘48 GOP campaign platform 
offered nothing but empty platitudes. The press and radio gave all- 
out support to the GOP campaign, but the little man from Missouri 
told the people in plain language that he stood for high wages, slum 
clearance, adequate housing, development of cheap power for business 
and farms, — and every possible security we can produce by all working 
hard together in our capitalist economy. And the people voted for 
something as against nothing. 

Will we go through the same process again? The recent Re- 
publican gains are being interpreted by GOP voices as a mandate to go 
back to the old system of low wages, uncontrolled profiteering, no 
pensions, unrestricted free enterprise, with most of the freedom for the 
boys who earn $50,000 a year and up. “The revolution is over, — the 
people rejected the socialistic trends in their government”, . . . “the 
swing back to solid capitalism is on” . . . if these typically GOP edi- 
torial comments really reflect Republican thinking, they are in for 
a rough awakening two years hence. 

No doubt much of the GOP gain resulted from public resent- 
ment over the effort of labor leaders to dominate the political scene. 
The worker and small farmer vote continues to be increasingly pre- 
dominant in our political life, yet the American worker and farmer 
will resist the political domination of labor leaders just as they finally 
learned to resist the political domination of big business interests. The 
worker and farmer want a government that is interested in promoting 
the welfare of the average citizen and not committed to promote the 
welfare of big labor or big business. Labor can contribute much to 
such a political trend, but it cannot do it by such a flagrant effort to 
control candidates and political issues. 

NO VINDICATION: The claim that “McCarthyism” has been 
vindicated by the GOP victory is about the most inaccurate and warped 
deduction on the boards. People voted not for the gorilla tactics of Sen. 
McCarthy nor because they believed the government is being run by 
Communists, — but, we believe, out of the general apprehension and 
anxieties over our getting involved in war in Asia without adequate 
knowlege of what we were getting into and where we were going. Nor 
did their votes say we should have gotten involved in war with China 
two or three years ago to support the tottering Chiang kai Shek regime, 
— as some rather rancid GOP voices strangely would imply. The people 
have expressed their uncertainties and anxieties arising out of a foreign 
policy that is over extending itself, — involving losses of blood and 
treasure in Korea and elsewhere without getting at the real threat of com- 
munism as represented in Russia. Truman’s stand in Korea to block 
the Communist advance won quick and wide support. But people are 
worried and fearful of the way our politico-military leadership has 
been inclined to jump into the morass of Asia’s turmoil where Russia 
is so deeply and favorably intrenched. There is solid evidence that 
this deep unspoken sentiment of the hour found its way into the election 
with men like Taft, Warren, etc., who have campaigned for more cau- 
tion in our foreign maneuvers, winning rousing support. 

THERE IS A DRIVE now among liberals within the GOP 
ranks to get the party leadership in the hands of men like the extremely 
able, progressive Gov. Earl Warren, Sen. Toby of New Hampshire, 
Sen. Wayne Morse of Oregon and other Republicans who could create 
a party program of social advance within the framework of true re- 
publican concepts. Foreign policy leadership could draw on such stal- 
warts as Taft, Dulles, Lodge and others who would not back down or 
appease Russia but who also would not try to sink their teeth in the 
Russian bear’s nose or try to get him by the tail every time he goes by, 
as some of Truman’s boys are wont to do. 

THE BIG QUESTION for the next two years is: Will the GOP 
take the present gains as a challenge to far-seeing, progressive leader- 
ship as an alternative to the Democratic Party’s bureaucratic liberalism? 
Or will the old guard of multimillionaires, who have dominated the 
GOP for years, once again offer nothing more than a promise to return 
to “the good old days”, which weren’t so good for millions who re- 
member the depression. 


Law and Social Order 
(continued) 
8S per cent of his normal charge. 
One current angle on the need 
for such a law concerns the thou- 
sands of couples who have broken 
the marriage relation but could not 
afford the legal overhead of a di- 
vorce. Many such couples have 
formed new alliances, without get- 
ting divorces, and social and re- 
ligious workers have felt that the 
moral tone of England has been 
greatly depressed by such condi- 
tions which can be corrected now 
that all have access to legal aid. 





Race Progress 

Americans can be proud of the 
intelligent, constructive progress 
being made in race relations in our 
time. When history gets into focus 
on our era, it will record that 
probably at no period in American 
life has such a controversial issue 
(so often fought with violence and 
hatred) moved forward so rapidly 
and so nobly. 


One of the most tense points of 
contention has been the Negro stu- 
dent’s right to equal opportunity 
in education, as guaranteed by the 
the constitution. An increasing list 
of American educational institu- 
tions in the South have met this 
issue in a Christian spirit. The 
University of Tennessee is the lat- 
est to admit the qualified Negro 
student to its dental and law col- 
leges and graduate schools, — with 
the usual echoes from die-hards 
that such action would end in tur- 
moil and violence. It didn’t hap- 
pen here, — nor at the Universities 
of Virginia, Texas, Kentucky, Ok- 
lahoma, Delaware, Arkansas, all of 
which have taken similiar action 
accompanied by the same wails 
that it would only end in greater 
hatreds and racial strife. Forward- 
looking leaders in the South, such 
as Governor Browning of Tennes- 
see, said they had known the situ- 
ation would work itself out quietly. 

Dr. Charles Johnson, president 
of the famous Fisk University, said 
that all the dire forecasts have prov- 
ed absurd, explaining that Negroes 
have no intention of flooding uni- 
versities when they can get ade- 
quate training elsewhere. “Never 
more than three or four of our 
people have taken advantage of 
these opportunities when they have 
been open.” said Dr. Johnson. 
“Negroes are more interested in 
the principle of equal opportunity 
and in proving that they can pass 
the same entrance examinations as 
others have to pass.” When that 
fact has been established, Dr. 
Johnson indicated that the Negroes 
would prefer their own schools, but 
would want their facilities to be 
adequate and equal to standards 
maintained elsewhere. 





